MINUTES 
President’s Council on Sustainability 
Meeting of March 23rd, 2026 11am-3pm
Present: Kate Stoneman, Pamela Grothe, Kevin Caffrey, Brenda Togo, George March, Amy Filiatreau, Jasper Hocker, Lily Hoffman, Rosa Sisti, Amira Said, Suzanne Sumner, Lauren Pilcher, Mary Becelia, Brian Ogle, Jeremy Larochelle, Cara Landsberg, Mattea Ryan
Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update
· Alan Griffith sent a video updating everyone on the CAP final drafts. There are two reports: 
· A report for the President providing facilities related (infrastructure and the physical plant) recommendations. 
· An academic focused report to the University Faculty Council (UFC) and Provost O’Donnell.
· Important questions to think about:
· How do we get the first report to the President in an appropriate way and then out to the broader public? 
· How do we communicate the academic CAP to the UFC and Provost O’Donnell?
· Pam Grothe says we need to determine how we are going to communicate this to the President’s office without it being sent back to us. 
· What is the first step we need to take to make sure that we are approaching this in the most appropriate way? Communications is being careful with what goes out to the public. First step may be to approach Jeff McClurken to bring it to the President’s office.
· We will try to get the academic CAP on the agenda to the UFC for their March meeting. 

· Brenda Togo talks about how the CAP does not stand alone in the newly published University Strategic Plan, but that sustainability was just included within a few of the other main points. Amira Said said sustainability became a part of the addendum of the Strategic Plan and not a part of the main strategic points. Amira said she can take any advice while she moves forward as a student ambassador on the document. 


· Mary Becelia suggests trying to connect the one credit After Mary Wash requirement to climate change. 
· Cara Landsberg says it would be good to promote sustainability classes through the Honors College. 
· Brian Ogle suggests creating a designation on Banner to label which classes are “sustainable.” This idea can be brought up to the UFC for approval. 
· Suzanne Sumner is on the UFC and says we need to send the CAP report and any other information as a “For your information” document or as an action item. If we want an actual action, then we would need a motion which she says she can bring up. Pam Grothe says we should all read the academic CAP document before this to see if it falls under an action item or a “for your information” document. There is also the possibility of the UFC endorsing the CAP document. 
Renewable Energy Action Plan Update
The petition currently has 421 signatures, and the goal is to reach at least 500 signatures.
Brenda Togo says it can be promoted at Weigh the Food Waste Week. 
Jasper Hocker volunteered to bring it up in their classes.
Pam Grothe says to do a table outside the dining hall. 
Kate Stoneman will get in touch with the alumni office to promote to the alumni. 
The petition should go out along with the CAP.
Subcommittee Updates
No updates from the finance and sustainability subcommittee.
Curricular subcommittee met and discussed food waste. They are in connection with The Business departments food waste class. They also talked about expanding the pollinator garden and ways to bring more education over there. They think the City as Text Honors class and COAR may be able to help with that. They want to create an event to get classes out to the pollinator garden. Jeremy Larochelle is going to bring back the environmental studies research colloquium this semester for faculty to talk about anything related to sustainability in their research across the campus. 
No updates from the student engagement subcommittee.
The composting subcommittee has been working with dining to collect more compost from them. Coffee grounds have been collected from Panera and the coffee shop on campus. They are starting to collect pre-consumer waste from the dining hall now. Amira Said is getting composting bins for the Apartment courtyard and better signage for all compost bins across campus. 
Climate Action Summit – Sunday, March 22nd 12-4:30
UMW Dining Services Health & Wellness Fairs: Environmental Wellness & Sustainability
Kevin is going to register the PCS for a table and Amira suggests the sustainable swap get a table. 
 Individual Updates
March 14th is the Wild and Scenic Film Festival and a couple of students are needed to show their research to the public. 
The pollinator garden has been burned and will be ready for replanting in the Spring. Mary Becelia offered up plants from her garden for the pollinator garden. 
Brenda Togo suggests that she will bring back the Green Careers Panel.
April 15th is ASPIRE weeks personal and institutional integrity day and Amira Said says we are welcome to table again along with the sustainable swap.
Earth Day is either April 22nd or 23rd. The rugby teams will be modeling for a recycled fashion show being put on by the Clean and Green Commission. There will also be tabling with gift cards and teracycle boxes for some unique recycling options. 
Sierra Club Environmental Open house at the Rappahannock Regional Library on February 25th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 
UMW has a new partnership with American University on a master’s degree in sustainability with guaranteed admission, waived application fee, and $20,000 scholarship. They will be on campus on Thursday, February 19th at 4pm to discuss it.
Meeting adjourned at 1:03 pm 




