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Background on the President’s Council on Sustainability

The President’s Council on Sustainability (PCS) was formed in the fall of 2009 and consists of faculty, staff, and students giving the PCS a dynamic perspective on sustainability on campus. The PCS reports both to the Executive Vice President for Administration and Finance and the Provost and has a critical role in shaping administrative goals and objectives relating to campus sustainability. The PCS meets monthly during the fall and spring semesters and is charged with the responsibility of making recommendations on:

· Sustainability issues and policy
· Developing strategies for implementation of sustainability initiatives
· Providing a cohesive public face for UMW sustainability efforts

UMW’s 2020 strategic plan (Mary Washington 2020: Excellence. Impact. Distinction.) committed the University to sustainability in the management of its resources to meet the social, economic, and environmental needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The plan stated that sustainability would be a strong component of future endeavors to ensure that UMW takes responsibility for all actions, and called on university personnel to “foster a culture of sustainability,” and to “strengthen the university’s reputation as a ‘green’ campus.” In November 2022, the Board of Visitors approved a new strategic vision (UMW Strategic Vision 2022-2027) for the University. Within this vision, the goal of Promoting the Values of Service and Community and Civic Engagement included an action step of sustainability to “promote stewardship of the planet and the region’s abundant natural resources through educational and community-based sustainability initiatives which enhance the University’s visibility and reputation as a “green” campus that aims along with the City of Fredericksburg to be carbon neutral by 2035.”

As the principle “hub” in which sustainability initiatives on campus are developed and coordinated, the PCS works to achieve these university-wide goals and is guided by the PCS Constitution and By-laws (amended April 2022). As stated in this document, the Statement of Purpose of the PCS is two-fold: one as an advisory council and an active organization on campus that engages in sustainability initiatives and projects, and two to develop, organize, and participate in sustainable initiatives and projects on campus and in the greater community. Moreover, the PCS also discusses larger sustainability topics that may extend beyond the UMW community but ultimately has an impact on us all, such as Virginia’s recent decision to withdraw from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). Discussion and education among the PCS on topics such as these creates opportunities for members to disseminate important environmental information to others to foster a better informed campus community.   


PCS Members (2022-2023)
Below is the list of members, along with their affiliation, who served during the 2022-2023 academic year. The co-chairs of the PCS are indicated with a *.

Faculty
· Pamela Grothe*, Assistant Professor, Earth and Environmental Sciences
· Swati Agrawal, Assistant Professor, Biological Sciences
· Eric Bonds, Assistant Professor, Sociology and Anthropology
· Alan Griffith, Professor, Biological Sciences
· Jeremy Larochelle, Associate Professor, Modern Languages and Literatures
· Michael Reno, Lecturer, Classics, Philosophy, and Religion
· Melanie Szulczewski, Associate Professor, Earth and Environmental Sciences

Staff
· Kevin Caffrey*, Senior Associate Registrar
· Mary Becelia, Assistant Director of Career Education, Center for Career and Professional Development
· Holly Chichester, Director, Landscape and Grounds
· Lauren McDonald, Administrative Assistant, Business Services
· Sean Morrow, Sustainability Coordinator, Facilities Services
· Brian Ogle, Associate Registrar for Information Technology, Registrar
· Jay Sullivan, Director of Utilities Management, Facilities Services

Students
· Jackson Davis*, Class of 2023
· Anna Velardi, Class of 2024
· Jenna Montgomery, Class of 2023
· Eliana Nachman, Class of 2024
· Shadwick Yoder, Class of 2027
· Ryan Vanderhoof, Class of 2023





Overview of 2022 – 2023

The 2022-2023 academic year was a busy one for the PCS. Prior to this academic year, the PCS had discussed moving from individual action-oriented goals to working more collaboratively in subcommittees focused on different sustainability initiatives. Therefore, at our first meeting of the academic year, the Council created four action-oriented subcommittees (Communications, Outreach and Engagement, Sustainable Landscaping, and Zero Waste Sustainability). 

Chaired by Kevin Caffrey, the Communications subcommittee focused on increasing awareness about the PCS on campus through promoting our open meetings through the EagleEye newsletter and EagleVision screens on campus. The Outreach and Engagement subcommittee was chaired by Jackson Davis and focused on promoting sustainability events and initiatives on campus from a student lens to increase student awareness and engagement in these activities. This subcommittee also provided tabling opportunities and online education and promotional content throughout the academic year. Sean Morrow chaired the Sustainable Landscaping committee to address campus landscaping issues and initiatives. Among them, developing current and future sustainability landscaping plans and investigating new educational opportunities to improve current campus education on landscaping and grounds. Lastly, Pamela Grothe chaired the Zero Waste Sustainability subcommittee which focused on issues such as minimizing plastic bottle use and single-use plastics across campus as well as other waste reduction programs.

Perhaps the most major accomplishment of the PCS this year was its representation and work on the Climate Action Task Force. Developed in response to Dr. Troy Paino’s commitment to accelerate UMW’s response to climate change, the Climate Action Task Force is a presidentially-appointed group consisting of students, faculty, and staff leaders across the University. Their mission was to “develop a detailed Climate Action Plan for the implementation of the University’s commitment to climate leadership.” The three goals of the plan are:

1) identify specific actions and policies
2) provide measurable objectives 
3) include timeframes for implementation

The task force will ultimately recommend immediate and longer-term actions and policies for the consideration of the President. PCS members Sean Morrow, Alan Griffith, Pamela Grothe, and Jay Sullivan all served on the ten-person task force, with Sean and Alan serving as Co-chairs of the group.

Throughout the academic year, Sean, Pam, Alan, and Jay kept the PCS up to date with the work of the task force and consulted with the Council to solicit input and suggestions. Discussions and conversations were held during each meeting this academic year to provide feedback on not only what the Council felt was necessary to be included in the plan, but also what role the PCS could play in the future to reach these objectives. The final draft of the Climate Action Task Force plan was presented to the entire University in April 2023.

Some of the events that involved significant contributions and participation from members of the PCS include, but are not limited to, the following

· Tree Festival on Jefferson Square (Fall 2022)
· Trick or Trash Program (Fall 2022)
· Recycling Audit (Fall 2022)
· Guest Speaker: Sarah Stalcup-Jones (Fall 2022)
Virginia Clean Cities Drive Clean Rural USA Project  
(UMW’s ongoing fleet assessment with Virginia Clean Cities) 
· Youth Climate Change Conference (Spring 2023)
· Wild and Scenic River Film Festival (Spring 2023)
· March Pollinator Month (Spring 2023)
· Campus Race to Zero Waste (Spring 2023)
· Co-sponsored My So-Called Selfish Life Film Screening and Q&A Panel (Spring 2023)
· UMW Earth Day Festival (Spring 2023)
· Fredericksburg Climate Vision (Ongoing)
· Partnership with the Gwen Hale Resource Center (Ongoing)


In a way, the work of the PCS culminates with the UMW Earth Day Festival that takes place each year on campus. It is the largest environmentally-focused event that takes place at the University. This year’s festival took place on The Beach between Mason and Randolph Hall on Friday April 14th from 12:00-4:00pm. In addition, for the opportunity to meet and talk with local environmental organizations, there was also food, games, vendors, and giveaways. Sean Morrow and Holly Chichester were tabling as part of UMW Sustainability, and local organizations such as Fossil Free Fredericksburg, the Fredericksburg Food Cooperative, and the Old Dominion Humane Society were also on hand to talk to students, faculty, staff, and community members that were at the event.
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